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Dear Friends of Orphans Africa, 

In 2019, Orphans Africa continued to deliver quality education to 577 poor children in Tanzania.  We also 
provide humanitarian services in the four communities that are home 
to our six schools and work in partnership to develop self-sustaining 
schools and healthy communities.   We provide education, food, 
clean water, medical insurance, housing, hope and love! 

The strong operation base we have established here in the United 
States and Brazil supports our efforts in Tanzania, and each of our 
schools is supported by the local communities in Tanzania, as well.   

OA’s self-sustaining model for the schools is designed to provide 
education to some of the poorest children on earth, while 
generating revenues from tuition from families in Africa that can 
afford it.  In addition to tuition fees, several of our schools have 
other businesses that supplements funding for both education and 
nutrition for the children and our schools. Because of the high 
quality education we deliver, kids with working parents pay to 
come to your schools and orphans come for free.  Over the past 5 
years, Tanzanian parents paid approximately $600,000 to 
support our schools.   Another way to view our role in Tanzania is 
that we provide capital for school facilities while operations are 
covered by local support. 

For the second consecutive year, Orphans Africa was honored to be named a 
Top-Rated Nonprofits by GreatNonProfits in 2019.  One recent donor said in 
his review on GreatNonProfits.org “As an educator, I marvel at the skill and 
planning that has guided Orphans Africa. …They use local customs so that 
the OA school is a model of best practices for the Tanzania Educational 
System. Orphans Africa is a de facto leader of Tanzania Education.”  You 
can help us keep our Top Rating by saying a few words about us at 
https://greatnonprofit.org/reviews/write/orphans-africa. 

 

Recently, we earned a place on the Global Giving website, raising awareness of our programs and 
reaching new donors and volunteers.  To become a 
Global Giving Partner, we needed to raise $5,000 
from more than 40 donors in about six weeks.  We 
met that goal and are grateful to everyone who 
participated in this endeavor.  

In 2019, total revenue received by Orphans Africa was stable at $188,00 compared to $203,000 in 
2018, which included a non-recurring grant of $20,000 from a private foundation.  We sent $102,000 to 
Tanzania, compared to $93,000 in 2018.  Our in-country revenues from tuition payments by Tanzanian 
parents in 2019 were approximately $102,000.  With these total funds, we educated approximately575 
students in 2019.   

The in-country revenues are possible because of the infrastructure we have built that provides the 
comprehensive and successful educational system we have operated for more than 11 years.  
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Consequently, our US financial statements, filed on form 990EZ and 
available on our website, don’t tell the whole story of our success.  When 
we first started the organization, we were 100% volunteers so more 
than 90% of the donations we raised here went directly to Tanzania.  
Over the years, we have grown, and our operating team grew, as well.  
Today, we employee one full-time administrator and a part-time 
bookkeeper.  Including salaries, rent, utilities and expenses, we send 
about 60% of our net US revenues to Tanzania.  When we combine the 
US funds we deliver with the funds raised in-Tanzania, we generate 
benefits in country that are more than 130% of the funds we raise here.  
And our efficiency as measured by total funds generated for Tanzania 
programs to total global revenue is a very respectable 72%. 

Our office manager, Amy Woodruff, who spent more than 4 years 
working for a non-profit in Afghanistan, does an amazing job keeping us 
organized and on track.  We have many volunteers who contribute time 
and expertise to our operations.  Amy is supported by Carol Stickney, 
who has been volunteering one day each week in our office for several 
years.   

In 2019, we accomplished a great deal, including the following projects: 

• Orphans Africa continued to operate 3 nursery schools, one primary school, one secondary 
school, and one vocational college. Overall, 577 students were involved in these educational 
programs in 2019.  

• The Mwaji Secondary School graduated 34 students in 2019. 
• Approximately 40% of our high school graduates went on to higher education. 
• The Marilynn Primary School was recognized as the Best 4th Grade in its size class by the 

Tanzanian government.  
• For just $5.15 per year, we provided medical insurance for one student, preventing serious 

illness and saving lives.  For a total of $778, we insured 151 total orphans for 2019.  
• Provided food support for children ages 3 to 18;   
• The Marilynn Primary and Nursery School and the Mbozi Nursery School continued to be self-

sustaining. 
• New playground equipment was installed at the Mbozi Nursery School as well as a security 

fence. 
• The new Isandula Center Vocational College water well provides water to the school and the 

community. The sale of water to the community raises funds to help support the orphans and 
improves the health of the community with clean water, water for crops in the dry season, and 
reduces labor for women who formerly had to carry water from long distances.  

• The Mwaji Secondary School installed new library furniture. 
• The secondary school began a “private candidate” education program for students from other 

schools who were failing and who need special attention. This program gives these students a 
new chance to be successful. The revenue from these students increases the development of 
self-sustainability of the school.  



 

 

• The secondary school started a Pre-Form 1 Class to 
prepare elementary school students to enter our 
high school. These paying students assist in the 
development of the self-sustainability of the school 
and improve their academic potential.  

• The secondary school opened both a stationery shop 
to sell school supplies and a barber shop providing 
much needed service to the community.  These little 
shops not only contribute to the school’s self-
sustainability, they also create two jobs for local 
people. 

• The Orphans Africa Mountain Biking Team, managed 
in Brazil by Board Member Pablo Rodrigues, 
continues to thrive and provide quality public 
relations and fundraising for the Orphans Africa 
schools. This team produces champions in the 
mountain biking racing world, all dedicated to 
helping the destitute orphans. 

• Agricultural production increased during the year to 
feed the students and to raise funds for support of 
the schools. Many avocado trees were planted 
which will produce in 3 years. Also, the first 
harvesting of honey from the beehives was done 
and this increased school support. Continued 
agricultural preparations are underway to increase 
livestock production and even more self-
sustainability of Orphans Africa schools.  

We continue to build our Facebook supporters, who honor us 
with their birthday fundraising campaigns.  Our friends are now 
doing birthday fundraisers, asking friends to contribute to OA in 
lieu of gifts.  It’s easy, fun and spreads the word to new 
supports for Orphans Africa.  Check out the link below to start 
your own campaign.   Please like us on Facebook and give our 
kids a birthday party through this great fundraising platform.   

Thank you so much for supporting our schools and our students.  
We look forward to seeing you at our Benefit Dinner and 
Auction next year in March and at our Fox Island event in August.   To our financial contributors, our 
volunteers, our board members, and most of all, our friends all over the world, we thank you for all you 
do.   

Sincerely,  

Carl Gann 
Volunteer President 
 

https://www.facebook.com/fundraisers?birthday&source=search_shortcut 

 

Orphans Africa’s Mountain Biking Team is a 
world-class group of riders that pedal all 
over the globe to raise awareness and 
funds for OA.  Pablo Rodrigues, a 
businessman from Brazil and OA Board 
Member directs the OA MTB Team.  The OA 
Mountain Bike Team continues to win races 
all the globe and publicize our charity.  
Through sales of OA MTB merchandise 
including custom riding jerseys, they have 
raised more than $7000 and bringing fans 
to our cause.  This year in Brazil, Pablo and 
his riding partner competed in the Brazil 
Ride winning the race in their age group. 
Last month in the Himalayas, Rafael Menini 
of Brazil, raced through the Himalayas, 
competing in one of the world’s most	
strenuous mountain biking races. Rafael 
seized  the opportunity to make OA known 
across India through an interview with 
India’s DD Sports TV	channel.	Watch	the	
TV	special	show	on	our	website	at	
https://orphansafrica.org/oa-mountain-
biking-team/.	(minutes	25	to	30)	

 



 

 

 

 

Jan - Dec 
2014

Jan - Dec 
2015

Jan - Dec 
2016

Jan - Dec 
2017

Jan - Dec 
2018

Jan - Dec 
2019

Direct Public Support $      102,127  $        75,981  $           89,472  $          100,008  $       140,524  $         87,471  

Net Special Events Expenses $      137,669  $        95,452  $           85,402  $             81,837  $         75,933  $       116,107  

Total Income $      252,991  $      175,033  $        175,124  $          186,410  $       216,492  $       209,911  

Payroll Expenses $        50,409  $        41,311  $           22,396  $             28,399  $         39,558  $         54,306  

Operations $        15,411  $        11,026  $             9,582  $             10,088  $         12,207  $         12,995  

Facilities and Equipment $        12,495  $        10,213  $             9,585  $               8,453  $           8,957  $           8,964  

Overhead $        79,097  $        66,700  $           44,402  $             51,752  $         75,572  $         79,458  

Programs Expense $        98,538  $        78,876  $        105,924  $          112,972  $       136,160  $       134,354  

Total TZ Programs $        98,538  $        78,708  $        104,361  $          111,558  $       145,396  $       138,480  

Total Expenses $      177,963  $      145,576  $        160,326  $          169,916  $       234,991  $       235,436  

Net Operating Income $        75,028  $        29,457  $           14,798  $             16,494  -$        18,499  -$        25,525  

Net Income $        75,028  $        29,457  $           14,798  $             16,494  -$        18,506  -$        25,525  

Orphans Africa 5 Year Income




